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Guide for authors

Authors who are interested in publishing an article in Advances in Agricultural 
Research (AIA) shall comply with the following guidelines: papers submitted for 
publications should be original scientific articles related to agricultural science, 

animal husbandry, forestry, aquaculture and fisheries.

I. Articles will fit in one of the following categories:

a) Original scientific papers
An original scientific paper is a publication written in such a way that a competent and 
sufficiently specialized investigator in the same subject, based solely on the directions of 
the text published is able to:

• Repeat the experiments and obtain results that are described within a margin of 
error similar or lower than the ones gotten by the author. 

• Repeat the observations and judge the author’s conclusions. 
• Check the accuracy of the analysis and deductions that served the author to 

draw conclusions. 
• The text will have a maximum of 12 pages per article (including abstract and 

cited literature).
The paper must be shaped in its structure by all the sections enlisted below:

• Title (Spanish and English, not exceeding 15 words) 
• Authors (essential: physical address of the institution and e- mail address of co-

rresponding author) 
• Summary in Spanish (maximum 250 words) 
• Keywords (Spanish not included in title) 
• Abstract (English) 
• Keywords (English) 
• Introduction (concise, stating the objectives) 
• Materials and methods (brief, but with details that allow repetition of the expe-

riments
• Results 
• Discussion 
• Conclusions 
• Acknowledgements (optional) 
• Literature cited
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b) Publications by invitation
It is understood as a publication by invitation one which is produced by a scientist that for 
its international recognition is invited by the editor of the magazine to present a topic of 
particular interest on her research experiences. The wording is the sole responsibility of 
the author, but must pass through the Editorial Board of the journal. It should consist of:

• Title (Spanish and English, not exceeding 15 words) 
• Authors (essential: physical address of the institution and e- mail address of co-

rresponding author) 
• Summary in Spanish (maximum 250 words) 
• Keywords (Spanish not included in title) 
• Abstract (English) 
• Key words (English) 
• Introduction (concise, stating the objectives) 
• Proposal elaboration (divide in thematic sections) 
• Conclusions 
• Literature cited

c) Recapitulation studies and reviews
It is understood as a recapitulation or review work those whose primary purpose is to 
summarize, analyze or discuss information already published concerning a single topic. 
The presentation will be similar to publications by invitation.

d) Technical notes
It is understood as a technical note a document with a wording of six pages maximum 
and no more than two tables or graphs. The text does not require separation into para-
graphs or subtitles, but will have to be structured. It should contain: a summary and an 
abstract of no more than one hundred words; a brief introduction with the objective of the 
work clearly highlighted; followed by materials and methods; the results and discussion 
will preferably be combined to avoid repetition; conclusions or recommendations should 
be considered in the text, annotated clearly and accurately. References in the text and 
in the literature cited may not be excessive, as the importance of the technical notes are 
synthesis and originality.

II) Guidelines for manuscript submission
1. The original manuscript should be sent via the Internet to any of the following 

emails: revaia@ucol.mx and aiagropecuarias@yahoo.com.mx, using Microsoft Word’s 
.doc, .docx or .rft format, font Times New Roman, 12 point, single spaced. It is prefe-
rable to avoid the use of confusing styles in Word (i.e. do not manipulate the text with 
any design, or assign features like fonts or sizes manually). Similarly, a Letter of presenta-
tion of the unpublished material will be attached, ceding the rights to such publication for 
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AIA, as well as taking responsibility for the content of your article. Signed by the prin-
cipal author and preferably also signed by all authors.

2. The Editorial Committee reserves the right to the selection and publication of the 
manuscripts.

3. The title of any text should be as short as possible, provided it contains the ke-
ywords of the work, so as to identify the nature and content of it, even when published in 
citations and bibliographical indexes. Do not use abbreviations in the document, except 
for those that are indicated in parentheses on the first time that is present in the body the-
reof. Below the title shall be the name of the author (s).

4. In the text international standards of the American Psychological Associa-
tion (APA), concerning cites, and the standard of the articles published in Advances in 
Agricultural Research (AIA), will be followed, such as: literature cited, symbols, ana-
tomical nomenclature, zoology, botany, chemistry, transliteration terminology, systems of 
units, and so on.

5. The format of the illustrations must conform to the file extensions: “.tif ” and “.jpg”. 
In the case of photographs (digitized), they must be clearly inserted with a minimum re-
solution of 300 dpi, in “.tif ” format and in black and white. Tables and figures, as well 
as the pictures themselves must be inserted in the exact place where they belong in the 
body of the text. In the case of graphs, also will be in black and white or shades of gray. 
Formulas and equations must be made with an equation editor or as an illustration, but 
with a good graphics resolution (300 dpi).

6. The literature cited must contain only the works mentioned in the text and vice 
versa; will be written as follows:

Papers in Journals
• Surname of the first author(s). Will be sorted alphabetically. In case of preposi-

tions (von, van, of, di or other) will be cited after the last name and the first letter 
of his (theirs) name(s); example, Berg van den, R. If compound surnames, it 
should have a hyphen between the two; e.g. Elias-Calles, E.

• When there are two authors, the conjunction “and” will be used to specify that 
it is only two authors; must use always only one surname per author. Example: 
García-Ulloa, M. and Garcia, J. C.

• When more than two authors, a comma after each name followed by the initial(s) 
of the authors name(s), and a semicolon between each author will be written; 
example: López, B.; Carmona, M. A.; Bucio, L. and Galina, M. A.

• Year of publication (in parentheses) 
• The title of the work shall be entered in a simple way (without quotation marks). 

In the case of works in Spanish, French or English, nouns will be written in 
lowercase.

• Journal name in italics, abbreviated according to the International Committee of 
Medical Journals.

• Volume number, journal number in parentheses followed by colon.
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• First and last work page.
• Example: Palma, J. M.; Galina, M. A. y Silva, E. (1991). Producción de le-

che con (Cynodon pleoctostachyus) utilizando dos niveles de carga y de suple-
mentación. Av. en Inv. Agropecuaria, 14(1): 129-140.

•  • In the case of citing several works by the same author they will be placed in 
chronological order.

• When several works of the same author, published in the same year and written 
with different partners are cited, they will be placed in alphabetical order accor-
ding to the name of the second author.

•  • When citing several works by the same author published in the same year, the 
letters (a), (b) in parentheses will be placed progressively.

• • When a publication is in press, the journal will be cited with the notation (in 
press). Personal communications (only written, not verbal) should not appear in 
the list of literature cited. They will be mentioned as a footnote page.

Books
• The titles will be cited in italics and the publisher and country of publication 

shall be entered after the title. Example: Reyes, C. P. (1982). Bioestadística 
aplicada. Editorial Trillas. México. 217 pp. 

• In the case of a chapter in a multi-author book, the name of the author of the 
chapter should go first, then the chapter title, the name of the editors and the 
title of the book, followed by the country’s publishing house, year and chapter 
pages (first and last page).

Thesis and dissertations
• Will be recorded the same as books, remarking the level: bachelor, master or 

doctorate; the institution and country. Examples:
• Rodríguez, J. P. (1992). Evaluación del consumo voluntario aparente en ganado 

de engorda mediante un modelo de simulación. B. Sc. Thesis. Fes-Cuautitlán, 
Universidad Autónoma de México. Cuautitlán, Estado de México. México. 

• Palma, J. M. (1991). Producción de leche en el trópico seco utilizando pasto 
estrella africana (Cynodon plectostachyus) o ensilado de maíz. M. C. Thesis. 
FMVZ. Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México. México. D. F. 

• In case of books that include articles by different authors (yearbooks, etc.) the 
cite will include the surname and initials of the author(s) of the article in ques-
tion, year, title, title of work, name of editor(s), volume number (if the work con-
sists of several volumes), pages, publisher and place where it appeared.

• Example: Hodgson, J. (1994). Manejo de pastos: teoría y práctica. Editorial 
DIANA. México, D. F. 252 pp.
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Conferences
Conferences or discussions that are published in the conference proceedings will be cited 
as follows:

• Author(s) Surname and initials 
• Year of publication
• Title (italics)
• Congress name
• Congress place
• Publisher
• Pages
• Example: Loeza, L. R.; Ángeles, A. A. y Cisneros, G. F. (1990). Alimenta-

ción de cerdos. Tercera reunión anual del Centro de Investigaciones Forestales y 
Agropecuarias del Estado de Veracruz, Veracruz. En: Zúñiga, J. L. y Cruz, J. 
A. Editores. pp. 51-56.

Electronic sources
• When an electronic reference is used, the following fields will be provided: 

author, date, title and queried address (URL) as well as date of consultation 
(in parentheses).

• Articles in journals will be recorded as follows: author, date, title, journal, volu-
me and pages. Retrieved from the World Wide Web at (date): queried address 
(URL).

• Example: Sánchez, M. (2002). Potencial de las especies menores para los pe-
queños productores. http://www.virtualcentre.org/es/enl/keynote4.htm (Consul-
ted January 20, 2003). 

• Scientific names and other Latin phrases should be written in italics.
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Abbreviations
The most frequently used abbreviations shall be written as follows:

cal   Calories
cm   Centimeter (s)
ºC   Centigrade
g   Gram
ha  Hectare (s)
h  Hour (s)
i. m.  Intramuscular 
i. v.   Intravenous
J   Joule 
kg  Kilogram (s)
km   Kilometer (s)
l  Liter (s)
log   Decimal Logarithm 
Mcal Mega calories
MJ  Mega joules
m  Meter (s)
msnm  Meters above sea level
µg  Microgram (s)
µl  Microliter (s)
µm   Micrometer (s) [(micron(s)]
mg  Milligram (s)
ml   Milliliter (s)
mm  Millimeter (s)
min  Minute (s)
ng  Nanogram (s)
P  Probability (statistics)
Pág.  Page
PC   Crude Protein
PCR  Polymerase chain reaction
pp.  Pages
ppm  Parts per million
%  Percentage (number)
rpm  Revolutions per minute
seg  Second (s)
t  Ton (s)
TND Total digestible nutrients
UA  Animal unit
UI  International units
vs  Versus
xg  Gravities

Any other abbreviation will be recorded in parentheses after the correspondent Word.
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III) Procedure and evaluation of texts submitted for arbitration to 
AIA:

1. Manuscript reception. All authors who submit their texts to AIA, will get a letter 
of formal reception specifying if the document complies with the requirements of these 
standards. When sent, the manuscript must be accompanied by a cover letter mentioning: 
the originality of the article plus the stipulation that the text is not being subjected to full 
or partial simultaneous evaluation in another (s) journal (s), as well as the assignment of 
copyright in favor of AIA. When complete, it will be sent to the appointed arbitrators.

2. Arbitration. The editor will submit all works to referees renowned in their area of 
expertise, domestic and foreign. At all times the anonymity of the process will be respec-
ted. Two external referees will be chosen to assess the papers using the ‘double-blind’ 
method to favor the anonymity of the review. Authors may also suggest specialized rea-
ders to the editor which will have the characteristics listed above.

3. Decision. Authors will receive a formal Letter of Verdict from AIA from the re-
viewers in which the verdict will be clearly specified explaining the reasons for accepting 
or rejecting the item; if it is accepted, it will also specify the amendments that should be 
made to be reassessed and, in due course published. These processes will be recorded 
chronologically in AIA.

4. Acceptance. Once the paper is accepted, authors will receive a formal Letter of 
Acceptance that accurately indicates the volume and number of AIA in which your do-
cument will be published.

5. Publication. AIA will send a scanned file (PDF version) of the corresponding 
edition to each of the authors. In case they want the printed version, it will be through the 
respective annual subscription.




